
Tests to Find Skin Cancer
A biopsy is done to check for cancer. A skin 
biops

that remove the spot. It may be done using a very thin 
needle. Or the doctor may decide to remove the whole 
lymph node. 

Procedures to Treat 
Skin Cancer
There are different procedures that might 

be used to treat skin cancer. The procedure used depends 
on the type, size, and location of the skin cancer. Your 
skin will be numbed so you don’t have pain during the 
procedure. You will be told how to care for the treatment 
site afterward.

Excision: For this procedure, the cancer and some normal 
skin around it are cut out with a surgical knife. Sometimes, 
the edges of the skin are stitched back together, but this 
depends on how big the cut needs to be.

Curettage and electrodesiccation: The cancer is 
removed by scraping it with a long, thin tool. The area 
is then treated with an electric needle to destroy any 
cancer cells that might be left. 

Tests and Procedures to
Find and Treat 
Skin Cancer 



Mohs surgery: The doctor removes thin layers of the 
skin one at a time. Each layer is looked at under a 
microscope. If cancer is seen, then another layer of skin 
is removed. This is repeated until no cancer cells are 
seen. This procedure is used when there is a high risk 
the skin cancer will come back after treatment. It is also 
used when the doctor isn’t sure how much skin cancer 
there is. And it may be used to keep as much healthy skin 
as possible for cancers near certain areas like the eye, 

middle of the face, ears, or fingers. Stitches might be 
needed after the procedure to help the area heal.

Skin grafts: If a large skin cancer is removed by 
surgery, there may not be enough nearby skin left to 
stitch the wound together. In these cases, skin can be 
taken from another part of the body (graft) to cover the 
wound and help it heal. Skin grafts may also make the 
area look better. 

http://cancer.org/skincancer

