
Lung Cancer in the US 1

Lung cancer is the second most common cancer and the 
leading cause of cancer death for both men and women. Lung 
cancer is most often caused by exposure to tobacco smoke 
and other airborne chemicals. 

Types of Lung Cancer 1, 2

The 2 main types of lung cancer are non-small cell lung 
cancer (NSCLC) and small cell lung cancer (SCLC). 

• NSCLC accounts for about 80% of lung cancers and includes 
adenocarcinoma, squamous cell carcinoma, and large cell 
carcinoma. These subtypes have similar treatments and 
prognoses.

• SCLC accounts for about 14% of all lung cancers and tends 
to metastasize faster than NSCLC. Two out of 3 people with 
SCLC already have extensive-stage cancer when diagnosed.

Risk Factors 1, 2

Tobacco use: Smoking is the leading cause of lung cancer. 
About 80% of lung cancer deaths are caused by smoking. 
Cigarette smoking increases the risk of lung cancer 25-fold 
compared to people who never smoked. Other forms of 
tobacco products linked with an increased risk of lung cancer 
include cigars, pipes, and waterpipes. 

Secondhand smoke: Exposure to secondhand smoke (SHS) is 
the third most common cause of lung cancer in the US. 

Radon: Exposure to radon is the second-leading cause of 
lung cancer. Radon is found at high levels in some homes.

Asbestos: Exposure to asbestos is another risk factor for 



Signs and Symptoms 2


