
based on the type of skin cancer you have. These tests help your doctor know what treatment  

might help.

Types of skin cancer
There are many types of skin cancer. It’s important to 
understand the type you have to know what to expect.  

Basal cell and squamous cell skin cancer are the 2 
most common types of skin cancer. They are usually not 
serious because they don’t often spread to other parts of 
the body. They also usually respond well to treatment.  

• Basal cell skin cancer starts in the lower layer of  
the skin.  

• Squamous cell skin cancer starts in the top layer of 
the skin.   

Melanoma is a less common type of skin cancer. It starts 
in the cells that give skin its color (pigment). Melanoma 
is more serious because it is more likely to spread to 
other parts of the body. Melanoma causes almost all skin 
cancer deaths because it can spread quickly.

Treatment for skin cancer

• Are there any clinical trials for my type of cancer? 
• What side effects might I have, and what can I do 

about them? 
• How will we know if the treatment is working? 
• How often will I get treatment? How long will it last? 
• Where will I go to get treatment? Can I drive myself? 
• Will I be able to keep doing my usual activities, like 

work and exercise? 
• Will I have scars? Will I look or feel different?  
• Should I take special care to avoid sun exposure?



https://www.cancer.org/cancer/types/skin-cancer.html

