
About 5,290 adolescents (teenagers ages 15 to 19) will be diagnosed with cancer in 2024 in the US. 
Cancer is the leading disease-related cause of death in adolescents. About 550 teens ages 15 to 19 
will die from cancer this year.*

The chance of getting cancer is about equal for teen boys and 
girls, but cancer survival rates are slightly higher in girls than 
in boys. This is likely because of the different types of cancers 
that happen in males and females. 

Types of Adolescent Cancers
The types of cancer seen most often in adolescents include:

• Lymphoma (including Hodgkin and non-Hodgkin)

• Acute leukemias

• Thyroid cancer

• Brain and spinal cord tumors

• Testicular cancer

• Sarcoma (bone or soft tissue cancer)

• Melanoma (skin cancer)

• Ovarian cancer

Prevention



Treating Adolescents With Cancer
Treatment for adolescents with cancer is based on the type 
and stage of the cancer. Adolescents may get treated in a 
childhood or adult cancer setting based on their cancer type 
and what they would rather do. 

The main types of treatment used for cancer in teens are 
surgery, radiation therapy, chemotherapy (chemo), targeted 
therapy, immunotherapy, stem cell transplant, and clinical 
trials. Sometimes, more than one type of treatment is used.

When a teen needs cancer treatment, the cancer care team 
can help with many issues, such as treatment effects on 
fertility, education or employment needs, health insurance 
concerns, and financial issues.

Late and Long-term Effects of 
Adolescent Cancer Treatment
Adolescent cancer survivors can have late or long-term 
effects from their cancer or cancer treatments. 

Late side effects don’t start until after treatment ends. They 
can develop weeks, months, or many years later. Long-term 
side effects start during treatment and continue even after 
treatment ends.

Late or long-term effects might include:

• 
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