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After Treatment for Childhood Cancer

During cancer treatment, most families are concerned mainly about the daily aspects of
getting through treatment and beating the cancer. After treatment, the concerns tend to
shift toward the long-term effects of the cancer and its treatment, as well as about the
cancer coming back.

It is certainly normal for families to want to put the cancer and its treatment behind them
and to get back to a life that doesn’t revolve around cancer. But it's important to realize
that close follow-up care is a central part of this process that offers children the best
chance for recovery and long-term survival.

- Follow-up care
- Late and long-term effects of cancer treatment
- Long-term follow-up guidelines for children with cancer

Follow-up care

Once treatment is finished, the health care team will set up a follow-up schedule. For
many years after treatment, it is very important that children have regular follow-up
exams with the cancer care team. As time goes by, the risk of the cancer coming back!
goes down. Doctor visits might be needed less often, but they are still important
because some side effects of treatment might not show up until years later.

Because of major advances in treatment, more children treated for cancer now survive
into adulthood. But treatments might affect children’s health later in life, so watching for
health effects as they get older has become more of a concern in recent years. The
earlier any problems are recognized, the more likely they can be treated effectively.

Late and long-term effects of cancer treatment
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